The Aphodiinae form a compact group in the lamellicorn Coleoptera that is considered by some workers to be of family rank. The species have a characteristic habitus and are mostly scavengers in the dung of higher animals. Some are associated with ant colonies, and a few, notably the species of Saprosites, appear to feed on the dung of wood-boring insects such as the Passalidae. As a group their distribution is world wide, and the range of some species has come, through the agency of commerce, to coincide with that of the whole.
This transfer of species is going on actively at present, and it is only a matter of time before the distribution of the species feeding on dung of domesticated animals will be determined not by natural barriers but by the penetration of human commerce and the adaptability of the species to new climatic conditions. To judge from the fact that A'phodiu^s lividus (Olivier) is The classification set forth in this paper is in general along conventional lines. One new taxonomic character, which appears to be of some importance, has been introduced. This relates to the structure of the pygidial segment of the abdomen. In the genus Aphodius it will be noticed that the pygidium is more or less uniformly sclerotized from base to apex, with no transverse ridge or carina and without a median longitudinal groove on the basal portion. As a corollary, the apical angles of the elytra are individually rounded, not capable of close approximation and without globular thickenings on the under sides at the angles. In the other genera of the West Indian fauna there is a curious device present that serves to lock the elytra and abdomen together. The pygidium is divided into basal and apical parts, these usually separated by transverse ridge or carina.
On the basal part there is a median longitudinal groove of greater or lesser degree of development. The elytra are so constructed that when closed the apical angles are together, and they are so held by virtue of the tongue and grove construction of the sutural edges of the elytra. The apical angles are swollen beneath to form a hemispherical knob that is applied to and slides in the groove on the basal part of the pygidium. In some species the transverse carina of the pygidium is somewhat undercut to The specimens recorded from Haiti and Santo Domingo by Hinton, 1937 , and now in the U. S. National Museum appear to belong to A. insulicola rather than this species.
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